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THE STORY-TELLE- R.

There's Many a Slip 'Twixt
the Gup and the Lip.

Mr Samuel Sutton, woolscapler, had
,a large business in Frome, inherited
from his father and enlarged by him-
self; also a nest egg of 150,000 inve.st--e- d

at 4 per cent in solid securities. He
lived clear of the town, in a large
"house built by himself, and called
"Merino L,odge," with lawn, gardens, i

I

conservatories, stables all of them
j

.models. He loved business, and spent
his day in the ollice; he loved his

!

--wife and spent his evenings at home.
But this life of calm content was bro-

ken up in one month; his wife sick- -

desolate and wretched. No child to
--reflect her beloved features, and no
live thing to cheiMh but her favorite
dog, an orphan shs had taken into the
house yeajs before, and the immortal
memory of a vatchful and unselfish
direction. Under this stunning blow
messages of consolation poured in up-

on him, all written with a certain
sympathy, but with dry eyes. His
very servants spoke with sorrowful
looks before him, but he heard the
squawks of the women and the guf-
faws of the men out in the yard. On-

ly one creature besides himself suf--,
fered, and keenly felt the loss they
had sustained. It was his wife's pro-
tege, Rebecca Barnes. Mrs Sutton
always intended her to be house-
keeper, and the widower now told her
that she would have to occupy that
position.

The years rolled on. The Ilev. Joe
Newton (son of a deceased sister of
Mr Sutton) was forty-on- e and looked
forty-fiv- e; Bebecca Barnes was thirty-eigh- t,

and looked twenty-fiv- e. Mrs.
Newton (Mr. Joe's wife) was forty,
.and looked fifty; and uncle Sutton
himself, though fifty seven, looked

;five-and-fort- y, thanks to sober living,
good humor, and a fine constitution.
Joe was always in debt, though often

. relieved by Mr. Sutton.
Who can foretell ? The stout wool-stapl- er

was seized with a mysterious
;malady, frequent sickness, constant
depression. He struggled manfully,
went to his otlice ill, came back no
better; but at last had to stay at home.
By-and-- by he took to his bed. Rebec-Tr- r

. Mowfnn Tff camej n iuvc iu
and found his uncle eternally sick,
and turning yellow. Joe spoke hope-

fully said it was only jaundice, but
went away and told a different tale
at home. There he and his wife, de-

moralised by debt, discussed fhe ap-

proaching death of their great bene-

factor in hypocritical terms, through
which eager expectation pierced.

4You are sure he has not made a
fresh will? That woman Bebecca

:has his ear.'
vMake your mind easy, dear. He

'told me all about it himself not six
months aero. He leaves us and our

- children all his money, except 5000

to Bebecca Barnes.'
'Five thonsand pounds to a servant4.1

And only 200,000 to us.' said Joe,
hazarding a little humor.

4Tied up, Til be bound.'
'Well, dear,' said Joe, 'even if it

should be, our children will benefit,
and we shall have edough.'

'Five thousand pounds to that wo-

man? And not tied up of course.'
.6'oe could have told her from his

vuncIeV own lips why he was to have
a life interest only in that large for-

tune.
'Your wife is vain, selfish, and ex-

travagant, and you are her slave.
She shall not waste my money as she
has yours. It is all secured to you
aiuUyour children.'

But Joe preferred peace to admoni-
tion, and kept his uncle's reasons to
himself.

Mr. Sutton was tenderty nursed
night and day oy iteoecca names
and a young orphan girl she had
brought into the house, and she her-

self had been brought thirty years be-

fore. He wa attended by Dr. Ste-

venson, an old friend. But neither
physic nor nursing could stop the fa-

tal returns of sickness that prostrated
the strong man. At last Dr. Steven-
son ami a physician he had sum-

moned from London, told Bebecca to
prepare for the worst. He must die
of inanition, and that shortly. Be- -
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becca ent a mounted messenger to
Joe 'Come at once, or you will not
see him alive.' Joe sent back word
he would come by the first train. But
before he went his wife gave him in-

structions.
'Now, mind, if he knows you, and

can speak, do nothing. But if he is
insensibte, you must begin to think
of your interests you are executor;
you told me so.'

'One of them.'
'And the one on the spot. There are

quantities of plate and valuables in
the house. You must fix seals, and
ask Barnes for her keys.'

'Will not that be premature?'
'No stupid, it will be just in time.' j

'Hum! she had been a faithful
r servant. I am afraid it would wound
her feelings.'

there are two ways of doing these
things. Of course you will flatter
her, and say you only want to relieve
her of responsibility. But mind you
secure her keys or I'll never forgive
you.'

'Very well,' said Joe; 'I suppose
you are right; you always are

He reached the lodge, and Bebecca
met him with a despairing cry, and
led the way to the sick room. They
found Mr. Sutton yellow and gasping
for breath.

'He is dying,' said Joe, awe-struc- k;

'he will not live an hour.'
Presently the patient gasped des-

perately and tried to raise himself.
'Lift him,' cried Bebecca and

seized a basin, while Joe's strong arm
raised him. Instantly there burst
from the patient a copious discharge
of black blood, or what looked like it.

Joe turned pale, and cried, 'Oh, it
is the substance of the liver!' and he
felt faint at the sight.

Bebecca stood firm, and felt the
patient's pulse. It was scarcely per-
ceptible. 'He is going,' she said.
Then, looking round in. despair, she
seized a table-spoo- n, filled it with
brandy slightly diluted, and, opening
his mouth, placed the spoon at the
root of the tongue, and so got the con-
tents down his throat. As he retain-
ed it, she repeated the dose three
times. The patient lay motionless, no
longer gasping, but just faintly
breathing, as men do before life's lit-

tle candle flickers out. They sat
down on each side of him in silence.
He had been a good fridnd to both.

By-and-- by Joe's dinner was an-

nounced. He asked Bebecca to come
down and eat a morsel with him. Be-

becca was hospitable, but could not
leave the moribund even for a mo-
ment.

'No, said she: '1 saw her die, and
I must see him die.'

Joe assured her he would not die
till night, and said he could not eat
alone. Accustomed to oblige, Bebec-
ca consented, though unwillingly.
She summoned an elderlv woman
that was in the house, and bade her
watch him, with the young girl, and
send down to her the moment there
was any change. Then she went
reluctantly. After a hasty meal and
two glasses of port, the Bev. Joseph
Newton opened his commission. He
began as directed. He dilated upon
her long and faithful service, and then
told her lie knew she was not forgot-
ten, or he would have felt bound to
take care of her. Whilst he delivered
these sugar-plum- s hs did not look her
in the face, and so he did not observe
that her eye was fixed on him and
never moved. Having thus xrepared
the way, he proceeded in a briefer
style to ay that he was his uncle's
executor, and a great responsibility
was about to fall on him; unfortu-
nately he could not stay here'all night
to discharge those said duties; so per-
haps it would be as well to entrust
him with her keys before he left.

Then Bebecca, who had hitherto
been keenly observant and silent,
said, very quietly, 'Give you my keys,
sir? What! do you mistrust me?'

'Of course not; my only object is to
relieve you of so great a responsibility
where there are so many servants
and so many valuables about.'

'Valuables about? That is not my
way, sir. There is nothing loose in
this house more than I keep my eye
on.' ,

'An excellent system said Joe,
warmly; 'I promise to follow it. But,
to do so, I must have an executor's
power; come, Rebecca, I must return
by the five o'clock train; please ob-

lige me with your keys; the places
that have none you and I will seal
up together.'

Bebecca Barnes rose from the table,
and the eyes that had watched him
like a cat from the first syllable he
had uttered flashed lightning at him.
'You have spoken a woman's mind;
take a woman's answer; what! you
could'nt wait till the breath was out
of that poor dead body before you
must lay your greedy hands upon
the goods!'

Joe rose in his turn; 'Bebecca, you
forget yourself.'

'No; I remember too well; twenty
years aero you did your best to ruin

i

me; and when you couldn't, you tri-
fled with my aflections, held me in
hand for years, and flung me away
without one grain of pity; you broke
my heart, and made me a servant
for life; now you insult the faithful
servant you that were false to the
faithful lover; trust you with my
keys, you false-hearte- d ; .no, sir.''
And she folded her arms superbly;
'Go back to your wife, and tell her if
she wants to rob him she must kill
him first, and me too; for while he
lives I am mistress of this house, and
she and you are nobody.' Then she
turned her back on him as only a tall,
disdainful woman can, and flew wild-
ly upstairs to her dying master.

After all, once in twenty years is
not often to vent one's outraged feel-

ings, and those who smother their
fiery wrongs too long owe nature an
explosion. But Bebecca Barnes,
though wild with passion, was by na-
ture anything but a virago. So, even
as she flew up the stairs, the rain
followed the thunder, and it was in
wild distress, not fury, she darted in-
to her master's room, hurried the
other women out of it, and flung her-
self on her knees by his side.

'Oh, master, master,' she cried, is
it come to this? They wish you dead;
they want your plate; they want
your china; they want your money;
they don't want you; for all the good
you have done, only one poor woman
will shed a tear for you.

Then she began to stroke his hand
and wet it with her honest tears.
Presently she sprang to her feet with
a scream, and eyed her master keenly;
'you are better.

'Iam; there was something grow-
ing inside me; I always said so; it
has broken; I feel lighter now.'

Bebecca flung herself on her knees
again.

'Oh, master! then don't give in;
try, try, and you'll get well; do, pray,
get well to spite these heartless crea-
tures; they couldu't wait; they de-

manded my keys, they were so hot to
take possession.'

'Joe and his wife?'
; 'Put her first; he is her slave; he
j has no heart nor conscience when

she gives the order; but let us baffle
them; let us get well.'

4I mean to,' said he, slowly, and
then went oil to sleep. He slept
some hours, and on awaking asked
for brandy and yolk of egg. He took
this at intervals. Dr. Stevenson
came, examined him carefully, look
ed at what had come from him, and
pronounced him out of danger. ;

T A 1. : .. . 1 . . , , Tjoining J. lis cuuvaiacuuci; ;ui. ur
ton ordered Bebecca to and
ask his lawyer to come to him at once
with two witnesses. Rebecca had
cooled by this time, and began to be
a little alarmed at the turn things
were taking; so she said she had
been a good deal put out about the
keys, and he must take to heart every
word an angry woman said.

'Mind your own business,' was his
reply, 'write as I bade you.'

The lawyer came with his witnesses
and Rebecca retired. When she re-

appeared she seemed so uneasy that
he said to her

'You needn't look as if you had
robbed a church; I have not disin-
herited Joe.'

(To be Continued.)

The Boston Post says that a good many
Democrats feel over the Massachusetts'
election as a man does at his mother-in-law- 's

funeral.
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Junt receive!
of

per Steamer Zealand!,

HandSome Silk Screens,
ALL, COLORS, and BEAUTIFULLY PAINTED.

WING WO TAI & CO.,
nlo tf-- d 24 Xuuanu st
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GERMAN LLOYD

Marine Insurance Co., of Berlin, j

FORTl'XA

General Insurance Co., of Berlin,

THE ABOVE INSURANCE
have established a General Agency here

and the undersigned. General Agents, are author
ized to take

Risks against the Dangers of the Seas at the
most Reasonable Rates, and on the

Most Favorable Terms.
F. A. SCJIAEFEIt A CO., General Agents,

apl ly

1 1 A M B V R-- M A I) EB C:R

FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY

OF HAMBUKOj

BUILDINGS, MERCHANDISE.
insured against Fire on

the most favorable terms.

A.. JAGX2rt Agent for the Hawaiian
Islands. ian

N. F. BUKG-ESS-.

CARPENTER & BUILDER,
8hop No. 48, King Street, Opposite M. J. Hose's.

GIVEN ON ALL ICINDSESTIMATES when required ; Offices and
Stores fitted up in the latest Eastern Styles.

REPAIRING OF EVERY DESCRIPTION
Done in the best possible manner, and at reason-
able rate). GAHPKN ORNAMENTS of all kind
made to order, Saws filed and set.

N. B. Personal attention will be given to the
moving of all kinds of buildings. Having had ex-
perience in the Eastern States, I feel confident I
can give satisfaction to the most fastidious.

rry Orders left' at my shop or residence will
receive prompt attention. Best of references
given.

Residence, 218 Fort Street, Honolulu.

Orders from the Other Islands ttolicited.
jan

J". HOPP & CO.

No. 74 King Street,

Dealers in all kind jf

FURNITURE,

SECURED THE SERVICESHAVING Upholsterer, we are prepar-
ed to do anything in that line.

We are tne Sole Agentt lor

(RED AND LOVN'fiK1,

The shortest sofas (only live feet long;; the largest
and the strongest frame ; is the most simple

in the construction, and can be changed
into five different position.

PURNITUEE,
Of all kind made to order and repaired, and good

work goaran teed .

PRICES REASON A HLt.
(Tjr Telephone Xo. 143. aull-tf- w

CREAM CANDIES.
IP. Mclnerny,

Importer A Home Manufafacturer of

GAUDIES OF ALL DESCRIPTIONS,

No. 112 Fort St.. Just above Hotel at.

Ha.s just made large additions to his establishment
and is now orepared to furnish to the trade,

the Honolulu public, and residents on the
other Islands, the very finest of

H03IE-3IAD- E A3D IMPORTED CAXDIES,

Of all descriptions at very reduced Prices.

Receives Fresh Candies by every arrival. He
Guarantees the purity of his goods. The CREAM
CANDIES are a speciality with him, and are

a specialty with him, and are made by the best
manufacturers in California, and received fresh by
every steamer.

And all Kinds of ICED DRINKS.

The best Ice Cream in the City,
The best brand of choice CIGAR always on fcantf.

oct

Four Point Steel Barb Wire.
JUST RECEIVED.

For Sale at Greatly Reduced Prices,
BY

Ed. Hoffschlaeger & Co,
mb3lmw

Insurant (arts,

THE NEW YORK

LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY.

OBGAMZED 1815. PIBELY MCTITAL.

A.set, $47,000,000

M io.ooo.ooo
TIIE NEW 10IIK LIFE WSIBASCE CO.

has been doimj business for thirty-eve- n years, and
as now. nwas never so strong and properous

offers to those desiring life insurance

A COMBINATION OF ADVANTAGES

which only long experience, a large and well--tablLshe- d

business, and carefully perfected phww
and method can afford. Among these advanta-
ges are
Absolute Security.

Innurance it Low CohU
ICtjiiitiiljlo Deiilintr- -

desirable form of I'oliey i.wuMlIJxory with advantages offered by no other
Company. Apply to

C. O BERGER,
jy29 ly' General Agent for Hawaiian Island

THE CITY OF LONDON
FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY

OF LOMMhV.
Capital, $5,000,000.

LIMITED.
established an Agrncy here,Having is authorised to accept rJuka

against Fire, Iitiildiiir, 3IcrchanliSFuruiture, etc., on the most favorable
terms. Losses promptly adjusted and payable
here.

t . O. B KltCI Kit,
apl ly dmyl Agent Hawaiian Island

ROYAL INSURANCE COMPT
OF LIVERPOOL.

CAPITAL 410.00O.00O,
U'LIMITKl) LIABILITY.

11 ire IiiHuraiicc of nil lrrripAiouM
will be effected at Moderate Hate ot ITemi

um, by the undersigned.
WM. (i. IltWIN A CO.

ap2 8t ly dmyl Manager for Haw. Island.

Fire and Marino Insurance Co.
or New 7.ulnuJ.

CAI'M.U.. ; . : A 10,000,000.
Having tvstnblislHHl an Agency ifor the Hawaiian Islands, the un
dersigned are prepared to accept risks ugainst Fire
in dwellings, stores warehouses and merchandise,
or! favorable terms. Marine risks on cargo,
freights, bottomry, prolits and commissions.
IiOMte promptly aIJufeI A payable.

aul 81 dmy 1 WM. (. IRWIN A CO.

GREAT WESTERN
INSURANCE . COMPANY.

SO WALL STREET, NEW Y0RH

The above Company having" etfan Agency at Honolulu, for the Hawa-
iian Islands, the undersigned is authorized to accept
and write

on :

Merchandise, Freights. Treasure
Commissions, and Hulls.

At current Rates.

wm.:c. irwin & co.,
noi dmyl Managers for Hawaiian ItdamJa

Ilunibiirc-IIreine- n

FIEE INSUKANOE COMPANY.
mm: i Mi:itsiciN r.i havi.-v-g ixkkhJL appointed As nts o! the above Company, arp
prepared to insure risks against fire, on Ntonr
and Itrivk ItnililinN, and on Aferrlaau-litt- e

stored therein, on the most favorable term.
.For particulars apply at the oflice of
apl ly F. A. HCHAKFKK dfc t'O- -

HAWAIIAN INVESTMENT it AGENCY CO,,
(Limited.)

f.onneI on l'lrnt CJltumMoney for long or short period. Apply U
W. Ij. GKKEN, Manager pro tem.

Office: Queen St., over n. W. Macfarlane fc Co.
au20

NORTH BRITISH AND MERCANTILE

Insurance Company.
Established 1809.

Kesources of the Company as at ,11st Dec., I3fw :
1 Authorized Capital 3,000,0W
2 Subscribed 2,000,00)
X Paid up " c. 500,000
4 Fire Fund and Iteserves as at

3 1st Dec, 188.1 V274,6l
.".Life and Annuity Funds 3,855,52
fi Revenue. Fire Branch 1,107,124
7 Life and Annuity

Tiranches 4,iy
Kt. HOFFSCHLAFIKK A CO.,

mcb.31 Agents for the Hawaiian Island

TRANSATLANTIC

FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY
OF iiAMitiriu;.

Capital of the Company fc Iteserve- -
Iteichsmark 6,000,000Capital of their Ite-Insuran- ce Compa-
nies Iteichsmark 101

Total Iteichsmark -- 107,050,000

xoiiTii ui:kmax
FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY

OF IfA9II1UICCI.
Capital of the Company fc Ileserve

Iteichsmark f.,S30 000Capital of their Compa- - '
nios Reichsmark 35,000,000 .

Total Rcichsmarks 13,830,000

rilhe inil'riiM', fteneral AirentwJL of the above two companies for the HawaiianIslands are prepared to msure Uuildincs Furni-ture, Merchandise and Produce, Machinery etcJso Sugar and Rice Mills, and Vessels in the har-bor, against loss or damage by fire, on the mostfavorable terms.
jy22 iy h. H ACKFELD & CO.


